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What started as a simple bene-
fit in the 450-seat Great Ameri-
can Music Hall quickly snow-
balled into a grass-roots version
of an all-star Amnesty Interna-
tional or Live Aid concert

And the last thing anyone ex-
pected was the once feuding
members of Jefferson Airplane,
Paul Kantner and Grace Slick,
together again. Not only were
they together,they were well-re-
hearsed. S looked vears
younger, slimmed-down, vibrant
and healthy

" CONCERT REVIEW

The show drew a standing-
room-only crowd that came to
see more than the Bay Area rock
legends. College favorites Billy
Bragg and Michelle Shocked,
from England and Texas, re
spectively, joined show or,
ers Kantner and Slick,
gua's Grupo Mancotal and San
Franciseo's future-punk band
the Beatnigs in a concert that
ran well past midnight

And what a mix of music it
was. Those who,came for Slick
and Kantner got a nostalgia hit
with “White Rabbit." And those
who wanted whacked out per-
cussion got the Beatnigs playing
gas tanks with hammers, and a
skill saw ripping a piece of sheet
metal, sending sparks into the
audience

Although Slick and Kantner
weren't creating musical sparks
of their own, it was exciting to
see them with just Kantner's
acoustic, 12-string guitar for ac-
companiment, as they sang
“Wooden Ships" and “Stairway
to Nicaragua.”

A wild, multiethnic finale had
everyone but Shocked singing
along in Spanish on the Nicara
guan revolutionary anthem

inte Carlos Fonseca
A bit, earlier, Bra had
helped Mancotal sing the pretty

“Nicaragua, Nicaraguita,
first » I've heard Cockney
¥ funny touching at
the same time

They had the crowd dancing
and singing along on “Banana,”
a Caribbean tune in English that
comes from the Atlantic (
of Nicaragua, where Creole
rican slaves brought from Ja-
m sang it while harves
plantation crops: “All the races
like banana/All the nations like
banana.” That's world music for
sure.
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0ld and bold rockers gather in Nicaragua benefit

By Matthew J. Loe,/The Tribuoe

Paul Kaniner and Grace Slick gave nostalgia buffs a thrill with “White Rabbit.’

Bragg concluded his portion
Just as he had on Tuesday at Zel
lerbach Auditorium, by inviting
the Beatnigs to accompany him
on his p al reworking of
Prince's 'urple Rain" into
“Acid Rain." To his electric g
tar, and the piano and bass ac
companiment of his entourage
planist Cara Tivey and one-man
road crew “Wiggy” on bass
that’'s when Beatnigs emptied
out the garage for their percus
slon accompaniment

The Beatnigs, an Alro-Asian
band, we Bragg's opening act
during his just-completed Cana-
dian tour. Now he launches his
American tour with Mancotal as
the opener

Through most of his hour per
formance Bragg used just his
electric guitar for ac compani-
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ment. A moral-political hero in
the eyes of his fans, Bragg blast-
ed through “There Is Power in a
Union¥<Help Save the Youth of
America” and a reworking of
Rab Dylan's “‘Chimes of Free-
dom™ into "“The Sound of Ideolo-
gies Clashing.**

Although Shocked has played
the Music Hall in the past, this
time it wasn't for her usual fem-
inist crowd. Her songs were im-
mediately beguiling

There was her “Campus Cru
sade'” look at e \.ungvll\l.\. and
“Gralfiti Limbo," about a young,
black, New York street artist
killed by a group of white police
officers. Several songs were set
in her East Texas home. "'An-
chorage” is her first single, pick-
ing up airplay on more stations
than the college circuit and
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KPFA. But it was her a cappella
version of the late Steve Good-
man's anti-Vietnam War "Penny
Evans” that was her most im-
pressiveé moment

The eight-man Mancotal is
Nicaragua's premier band. But
lead singer Luis Enrique Mejia
Godoy broke his foot a few days
ago, and is still at home

Had they actually spent some
time planning, Bragg and Kant-
ner could have raised more mon-
ey putting this big show into a
theater. But the inlimacy and
lack of a big prodifttion made
for one of the finer and more
unique moments in Bay Area
music

Doris Worsham is off today.
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