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Singer Michelle Shocked offers anarchy and a smile

%uny Kelp

HE PAIRING OF two fast-ris-
ing poﬁer.llem:. political folkie
Michelle Shocked and Cana-

da's country-folk Cowboy Junkies,
made them the hottest ticket of the

performed in two shows Sat-
urday at San Francisco's Great
American Music Hall. The 450-seat
club set a new record, selling out both
shows in an hour.
Fans rubbed elbows with celebri-
ties from local rock stars to Sean
Penn. It was a lﬂu P

day, “The policeman who arrested
me came down and shook my hand,”
she told the late-show audience. "He
wasn't too impressed by me, but
when he found out that Jay Leno
flashed the album cover with his
picture on the ‘Carson Show,' he was
impressed.”

Turning political issues into big-
time entertaiment is something
Shocked has become a master of
during the past six months. She's
second only to Tracy Chapman in the

for indi ﬂl:l:m—
glomerate mlrieting system, for
each musician makes music that
doesn’t fit into today's pop styles.
The Cowboy Junkies really do
lay everything that slowly, and
gbocked really is far better than her
uncomfortable television appear-
ances.
Her big-selling album “Short
Shocked" boasts a cover photo
m Shocked being choked by
:_NI‘:M cop ai lhe 1”4 Dmocrluc
When &nnnd -ppured Satur-

'y — both honed their skills on
the feminist circuit before going
mainstream — plus, she knows how
to tell jnlu
Shocked has been on prime-time
television and in full-page features in
magazines from Newsweek to People
to Rolling Stone. Her second album
‘was nominated for a Grammy Award
in the folk category, but she should
have been up for several other
awards.
She travels light, with just her
acoustic guitar. But she's put togeth-
er a band for bigger concerts, and

By Matibew J. Lee/The Tribune

Michelle Shocked plays friendly, crowd-pleasing political tunes.

this may have been the last time to
see her at her best, by herself in an
intimate setting.

She has become an '80s Woody
Guthrie, a lovable populist with a
winning smile and some of the catchi-

est songs around.
In the ‘30s Guthrie rode the rails,

bound for glory with his guitar as his

constant companion. In the '80s
See SHOCKED, Page C-2
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Shocked

Continved from Page C-1
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