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ﬁnchelle Shockbgl Won’t Jbe, bring="

mgﬁaﬁbxg'*bandwwith her- to" Aus-
~tialia, but’ au’fﬁer;ces willbe treated .

»*'to ‘2 speclal g'uest < her dad.
L He'S A character in his own right,”

p ttycoo!.q Y
““Her; -mandolm—

e Blg Bill Broonzy and Hot Rize.<"
~“Dad was'my .earliest inspiration for*
travellmg and playmg musie,” Michelle *
said, “Yt’s been really great fun For me

~ to get Him ‘out of Texas.”.

Before launching into their Austial-
‘jan afid New Zealand .tour-next - week;
Michelle and, Bzii will take it easy fora .

“while sallmg ‘the’ Whitsunday Passage, ’
with the wa.ftmg -sounds of their after- <
dinper jams no doubt enterta;mmg

nearby yachtles., -
- The. . ;much-travelled

sShocked is’ a keen sailor whose house- .
‘hoat in England is being minded by a
now she has based herself in'a
mulfi-cultural district of Los Angeles. -

friend; n

“There’'s a stereotype
that LA'’s this white air-
+ head Valiey Girl kinda
thing, but X find that the
exception_ rather than
the rule,” she said. “X live
ina nezghborhood that is
probably more ethnicaily
diverse, . mudticultural
than any other clty Pl
probably ever live in.

“f live in a neighbor-
hood that used to be
Korea-towr, but so many
waves of Fmmigrants
come in, it- keegs chang—
mg constantly ...

- With threeé. albums to
her credit. — The Texas
Campfire Tapes, Short

*, Sharp Shocked and Cap-
tain Swing — Michelle
Shocked’s reputation as a

talented and outspoken

entertainér has put her
in the same [eft-field
Ieague as Tracy Chapman
and Billy Bragg.

On the phone from Los
Angeles, Michelle
‘Shocked cemes aCross as
a hkeable and mte!lwent
* person — quite 2 rarity in
an - industry overpopu-
lated with arrogant, ego-
tistical air-heads.

The “first- atbum, . The
Texas Campfire Tapes,
was recorded in the hills
of West Texdas... on a
Walkmah, beside a fire,
with thie rhythm section
provxded gratis by chir-
ruping erickets. -

Thé complete.spontane- :

ity and absence of heavy-
handed production made
for a delightfully simpie
introduction, which Fm
niot alone in preferring to
her - latest" release, Cap-
tain Swing. A

- Captain Swingisa com-
. plex studio offermg’that
runs a gamut of styles, in-

- s —

Mtchelle»wamed"last week, $*Yrkinda
ER l:ketlettmg Thim- anse on’foiks, he’s

mg &ad, "Dollar”
T Bnll ~Johnston, éncouraged Michelle.to
" play-guitar and introduced her to blue:
s and blaes Jusic. It Was in his,
_.sinall record colleéction she heard Guy -
. Elarky Randy “Newnian, Doe’ Watson,
s Leadbelly, Norman "and Nancy Lake,

-y

Michelle ~

Mnchelle Sizocked. hkeab!e

Mlcheﬁe
rings her

ad along-

iy

“ers of the mills. That's

Bjy RICH ARD- = where iEhe word sabotage
. Comes irom.
CON_RAQ- “In England it took the

form of 2 movement cal-
. fed Captain Swing, where
‘cluding R&B, Memphxs the -peasants would rise

soul, New Orleans .up and burn the thresh-
mambo, Texas Swing and  ing machines - of the
New Yorkbebop. | weaithy landowners.

Although far leéss-over- They would leave notes
tly political than her first signed Captain Swing.
two albums, my simplé  “In the 1800s having.the,
guestion about the title nzme Captain Swing pos-,
Captain Swing resulted in  te@ up somewhere was
a guick history lesson on  very threatening, it was
class struggle. kike...you were next.” -

- “Captain Swing’s'a dou-"  Michelle’s Visit fo As-
ble meaning, and that’s tralia in January -comes
the reason for the.wink zi the end of 2} years
.onthe album cover; she . touring solo ix :thé UK,
‘said. “Of course; X have a . Kurope” and the US. As
.boat and It play, swing. the songs®frém. Captam
-music, that should be the Swing. -would.“require ‘a
obvious take.- - - complete -band -.to per-"

“But probably pretty ob-  form live, most of-the-ma-~
‘scué is'that England had- terial we'll hear on this
Jts own version-of what: tour will be from her first:
‘were ‘called the weavers two albums... wh;ch A
‘on the continent in'the fine by me. .
18005. They would throw  Michelle Shockeq:—"an
‘théir. > sabots — their' her dad — will be at. tl;
:wooden shoes — into the Byron Bay_ Arts: Eac
~-weaving mills when they on Monday >>Fanuary- 1,
couldn’t” come-tg some and in Sydney Town Hall
agreementwnth ‘the“own- on Mon&ay, January 8.
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