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MUSIC
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+ From Page 7

“Captain Swing,” Shockad has
broken from the skateboard-
punk bluntness and Texzs folk'
of her debut, “Short Sharp
Shocked,” as well as its zssoci-
ated politics of outragecas ac
tion. :

The new album’s mix of
bop. boogie-woogie and fully-
orchestrated wanderings wears
a 1940s patina, but is over-
layed in Shocked's own twang-
ing style.

Daring and uncxpected, the
new music is symbeolic of
Shocked’s wisened and tem-
pered character, She's no lon-
ger “doing time" with Scott
and Johnson, has traded her
sclf-imposed exile on = Lon-
don houseboat for a Los An-
geles apartment she shares
with her boyfriend, and &s pre-
paring for a moderaz= re-
trenchment,

“For the excesses of the last
album, I'm sure [ will B=ve to
pay my dues,” she said_ “But
on the other hand, I €o be-
lieve I can stand by mosz of it,
What’s happening row is
. merely a shift in emphasis.”™

Until now, Shockeds em-
phasis has been on motion.
Though she is the only &=eper
of the complete tale of her
vagabond existence {emd her
real name), guarding it Tke a
precious locket, what she does
tell makes for a kaleidescopic,
if sketchy, moving pictuse.

She takes 1962 as a pear of
‘hirth, Dallas as o hometown,
Her parents split up winzn she
wius 5 and though she Tived
with her mother and siepfa-
ther (an Army captzim who

converted the family te Mor-

monism), her summers were
spent with her father, “Dollar
Bill” Johnston. Shocked calls
him a “hippie who could play
a mean mandolin,” and the
man who taught her to play
guitar,

At 16, Shocked ran away
from the family’s Gilmer,
Texas, home — taking to the

“backroads of Texas rather

than subject herself to her
mother’s fundamentalist disci-
pline. After time at.a junior
college and a month-long stint
in a mental hospital at her
mother’s hands (it lasted until
thc insurancc ran out),
Shocked left for good.

The mid-'80s proved to be
brutal schooling to sharpen
Shocked’s activist edges, from
her experience in San Francis-
co's hardcore underground to
fighting for the squatters
movement in Amsterdam to
being raped on a trip to ltaly,
then sequestering herself in a
feminist commune before re-
turning to Texas,

“It’s hard to say someone
should go through that to
learn about life and poverty
and what it means to be
homeless, but that was the
way it worked,” she said.
“There wasn’t any plan, but
that was really at the heart of
that culture. Things just hap-
pened.”

In the spring of 1986, while
working at the Kerrville Folk
Festival, Shocked spent eve-
nings fireside, trading tunes
with friends. Independent
British producer Pete Law-
rence stumbled upon the jams
and recorded one of Shocked’s
sessions on a Sony Walkman,
complete with backing by

crickets and the occasional
pick-up truck rolling by.

Lawrence released the crude
recording in England that
summer as_the “Texas Camp-
fire Tapes,” but by the time
he’d finally found Shocked-fo. '
tell her, the album was already’,
in the Top 25 on the alterna-
tive charts.

A deal with Polygram soon
followed — though Shocked
agreed to take only $50,000 of
the company’s $130,000 ad-
vance, saying Polygram should
sign another artist with the
difference. She then took up
residence on the Thames, re-
fusing to return to the United
Stales.

“It was really important for
me at the time," she said, 1
found the Reagan years too
frustrating. There was little I
could gain from enduring that
kind of established indiffer-
ence after fighting for so
long.”

Her debut album, complete
with candid cover art of
Shocked being carried away
by police at a 1984 demon-
stration, was hailed as the re-
turn of folk’s rebel conscience,
Its music, steeped in Texas
roots and brimming with po-
Iitical rancor, immediately
made her one of rock’s “most
important™ new voices.

“I was definitely trying to.
create a perccptlon of myself,”
Shocked said of the album,
her subscyuent opunng act for
British folk activist Billy
Bragg and later her own solo
tour. "I was a caricature, It
wasn't that I was mocking
people, because | believe in

what I was saying. I believe in )

radical politics.




