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buming for homeless

L RKEOBZA

Bsé Anna Gowean
THEWABHINGTONTIMES

olk recording artist and .
populist politico Michelle
Shocked can find a camp-
fire to sing beside any-

where, be it the flat, green land
of her native Texas or cold New
York City streets.

“I -have.very.visual.images.of.

from home at 16. For the greater
part of her adult life, until she
was discoverad playing at a folk
festival in 1986, she was &

“squatter” Squatting is a political

movement that mobilizes the
homeless to occupy abandoned
buildings until they are evicted
by officials.

She lived in New York, Amster-
dam and 'San Francisco, where
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Runaway Michelle Shocked
started out in music singing
among New Yorl's {'bums?

New York,” she says in her bitter-
sweet twang, “When I lived there
I'd sleep really late, and about 5
o'clock I'd get up. I'd go out to
different places that played music
until 2 in the morning.

“Then I'd head over to Tomp-
kins Square Park and play. The
bums would be there, making
) flves in gavbags cans, 1t wag kind

of llke a damplive, 1 guesh Then,

Just as the suh was eoiirg ub, 1'd
head back. .

Michelle Shocked ran away

she was arrested at a polifical
protest. A newspaper photo show-
ing her struggling with riot police
is on the cover of her second al-
bum, “Short Sharp Shocked.”

“In World War 11, soldiers
came back from the war and
were shell-shocked,” she says.
“But even in the Cold War there
are cpsualtios and victims.”

When ahe waa al the Kerrville
{lexas) Molk Festival, u Britlsh
record producer asked her to
tape some songs she’'d-sung
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around the campfire the night'be-
fore. Sitting on a fence post, she
recorded into his portable tape
recorder while crickets chirped
and trucks passed by on the high-
way. The tape, including the back-
ground noises, eventually was re-
leased in England on the small
Cooking Vinyl label.

1 had a vecord and I didn't
uven know 1t Ms. Shocked says,
explaining that she'didn’t find out
about “The Texas Campfire -

Tapes” until it was No. 26 on the
British independent charts. The
album eventually hit No. 1, and
Ms. Shocked signed with her cur-
rént label, Polygram.

The black-clad singer, with her
trademark fisherman’s cap,
makes a striking image on cellu-
loid. In a brash video from her
new album, “Captain Swing,” she
struts and plays it up in a gleeful
parody of Robert Palmer’s “Ad-
dicted to Love” video. .

Quite a departure for someone
who saw her first video (for
1988's “Anchorage™) and cried,
61ve ime myself back!" It
all part of Ms. Shocked's plan to
reach the public by, as she puts it,
“working within the system.”

“T'm working from the inside,
using my music as a forum for
the homeless,” she says. “When.1
was living on the streets, getting”
evicted;nobody-was-listening.”

talism (her mother once had her
committed to a mental institu-
tion), Ms. Shocked remains a
country girl at heart.

“I'ye never seen a music scene
to rival Texas,” she says, Mention
the folk-music revival brought on
by the music of Tracy Chapman,
Suzanne Vega and fellow Lone-
Star- Stater Edie Brickell, and she
says sharply, “Oh I hate that, In
Texas that music never died. I'q
rather call it folk survival, 'cause
1 experienced it firsthand.

“When I think of Texas, I think
of gitting around the wood stove
at my dad’s, playlng musie. We'd
break out the beer, and his
friends would come over and we'd
have a picking session. Nobody
was that great, and by the time
everyone was drunk, nobody was
great.”

Music-industry nose-thumbing
aside, Ms. Shocked at her best is
a fine storyteller, a tale-spinner in
the tradition of the old South. In
“Memories of East Texas,” she de-
scribes “Those pine-green rolling

* hills/Covered in the springtime

with golden daffodils/Rowing on
Sandy Lake come April/Harvest-
mgbhay inJune/

" Daogplte a troubloed adolescence
spent chafing dgainst her mother

and stepfather’s strict fundamen-

WHAT: Michelle Shocked with Pol
Dog Pondering and John Wesley
Harding

WHEN: 8 p.m. Monday, April 30
WHERE: Lisner Auditorium,

218t and H atreets NW

HeKITS: $19,60 at Tloketron

PHONE: (800) 543-3041 .
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