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IRVING, Texas — Willie Nelson
and nearly 58 other country and
rock stgrs jammed Saturday in the
Jitth Farm Add benefit for organiza-
‘tions that help rural America.
. “We need cvérybody's help to

educaie the American people fo
how mgortant {t 15 to keep the fam-
diy former on the land,” Nelsan said
before the 12-Hour show.

Mare than 50,000 peopie enjoyed
sunny, §0-degree weather for the
pariy af Texas Stadum. Ahout half
of e o 1 was telecasi by ca-
tle's The Nastvilic Metwork, -

These Joinlng Melson ncluded
Ppul Simon, Joha Méllgneamp,

Richard Marx, Michsld

-~

i 1 Country singer
] Willie Neigon
..x“ was a
co-organizer
.of the first
ﬁm_.a. Aid
nosnaz ia

,\

the Kentucky Headhunters ond Pe-

tra. Comedinns Rorepnne and Tora
Arnold and Steve Allen introduced
some of the acis,

Concerigoer Ruy Switon, whe

. hos altended every Farm Ald, drove

overnight ?93 xmﬁ.ﬁ City (o mnke

this show,

“Family farmers are disappear- -

ing,” he sald. “They'll probably all
disappear because of corporations
Bul until then we can iry “to help
them,”

Rocker Nell Young decrled ihe
spread of corporate farming o de-
veloping natlons. Farmers in those
countrles are belag persnaded to
grow cash crops and raly on impor-
ted food, much of 1 from the UnH-
ed States, te said,

“We're living In o dream here
that we're feeding the world when
really we're choking the world,”
Young sadd. “P'll be here ihe rest of
my e (o stop that ™

The concevt was expecled fo
raise more than 3 mlillon for Farm

oy,
Faiws,
ong e,

©

1gs 10 raise cash crop for farmers

Ald, a non-profit organization that
supports dozens of food banks, asgls-
tance hot lines nnd other service
groupy 1 rural areas.

The first Farm Aid concerf in
September 1985, the height of the
farm cylsis, raised $7 miilion, The
three since, lncleding the last one
two yeacs .ago, and other fund-
roising have brought in only $5 mii-
llon more sihce then.

About 84 percent of the fuads
aie dispensed to uon-profit gronps,
many church-relofed, o inmE.
every sinte,

Organlzers gakl they want ta call
aliention i headth care prablems
and persisient B.wnm:c: from rural
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