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Crowd had fine time with toe-tappin’ Traveller

PAUL CHAREST

Edmonton

Michelle Shocked had over 500
rmpk square dancing in the Myer
: itz mmlre only moments al-
er

Ya'll whal @ square dance
is? Well, this ain't no square dance.
Now, I'm the caller, and if you just
do what T say no one will get
hurt.”

And no one did hurt as
Shocked proved to audience
that music can be painless and fun
s well as being insightful

Backed

string trio who
played ma ns, fiddles, a banjo,
a dobro, a hollow electric

bass and a couple guitars,
Shocked took the audience
through stripped-down versions of
songs from her latest release
Arkansas Traveller,

The string trio began with the
traditional fiddle tune Cotton Eyed
Joe. Shocked then lent her own
Imﬂmﬂm Interpretation  of the
Isrrk‘.lu cr lhem title of Prodi
gl Daugh

The o ginal Iyrlu include the
lines *had not've been for the Cot-
ton Eyed .m: I'd have been
time ngml'lul he
cornfleld 1 stubl m{ 1 called

yed J

tional fiddle melodies proved that

can be contemporary wi
compromising their original char
acter,

Among the songs from Arkansas
Traveller were Contest Coming
(based an the tune Cripple Creek),
Shaking Hands (based on Soldier's
Joy) and Jump Jim Crow.,

his latter song was one exam-

e of the richness of the album

ring stripped down for perfor

mance on the road Unfortunately,

Taj Mahal's priceless vocal improv-

isation had to be substituted with a
s solo.

Shocked cake walked and co-
vorted around stage and told
stories aboul the making of the
album, her father's knowledge of
fiddle tune history and her person-
ul development over the years,

While Arkansas Traveller made

the bulk of the evening,

ched performed songs from her
two previous albums as well us
some new malerial

Opening act Hans Olsen mes-
merized the nmlienw with orijtinal
compositions and mn\lm‘ln?
ers of everything from Nancl Grif- Rick MacWilllam The Jeurnal
fith's thoughtful s a Hard Life 1o yichglie Shocked was backed by a siring irio which played mandalina, fiddies, a banjo and an
a strong mcoustic rendering of a of other
Jiml Hendrix song
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