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When Michelle Shocked listed some of her “all time -
heroes and contemporaries” in a recent press release,
four of the most prominent names were T{

Uncle Tupelo, Levon Helm and Garth Hudson.

Aswitnessed by a crowd 01,200 at John M. Greene
Hall last Saturday night, Shocked’s list may have
been altered in the past week but her musical talent
is unquestionably intact. .

When Uncle Tupelo and The Band (Helm, Hudson
and Rick Danko have formed a semi-reunion tour)-
backed out of ' what was promoted as “The Arkansas
Traveler Review,?’ the ‘show was transformed into-:
«The Michelle Shocked/Taj Mahal Series of Uplifting
Moments.” The tour had been going on for about a
week, but“personahtyconﬂ.lcts” resultedin thechange.

Regardless of the “sudden” cancellation (a spokes-
man for Great Northeast Productions, who' organized
the show, admitted Saturday-night The:Band-had:.
pulled out as early as last Wedne,gday) Mahal played-
anmsplredﬁrstsetthat.ﬂowed Shn:k‘éd'i
hour and a half show. N S URRETIEALY

Shocked’s combination of knze-slappm foob—

stompin’ down south music cdtipled %th;ﬁf—?loi’ﬁ: . ani

Mitchell/Carole. King voice created- some memo le -
moments. Wiﬂx—a:ﬂ:re&p;we band behind:her that:
included someh:gli*-ﬁymgﬁddleliéks,a MESMETIZIng :
mandolin and- the»bamos sweet twaig;: ShnckécL
the country. SRR R
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Shocked tned to show “yally where our mumoéliﬂﬂii
ences come fmmf’{‘h‘é 8 Annes‘Reel _mtlrs

he catchy “Baxt your ﬁook/Throw your hne/Clean
our catch” got things in a groove and led mnicely to
“Cripple Creek” .(NOT the Band’s “Up on Cripple
Creek”).

Shocked then led the seated version of a square
dance with what.she termed “The Chair Dance,”

.complete with a down home Yee Haw.

The mellow, soothing “Silver Spoon,” a songShocked *
wrote for banjo/guitar player Alison Brown was an
especially bright moment enhanced by Brown's ac-
companiment on vocals.

Mahal and Shocked combined for a rousing “That’s
the Way the Stery Goes” after which Shocked poured
it on in the homestretch introducing the brand new
“Custom Cutter,” about the hardships of winter wheat
farming.

Add to that song list.the thoughtful “Graffitti
Limbo,” a heartwarming “Anchorage” and the Civil
Wa:.tnbuhe “Shaking Hands/Soldier’s Joy” and the:=
Fesult was a terrifically focused and powerful set by’
Shiocked. . The_only lowpoint came when Shocked.
stepped up on her soapbox prior to the encore.and ¥
preached her pohtxcal view. (Shes voting for Bill
Chntonﬁf}nu cared.) -7 =t A R
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¢the personal conflicts that caused The Band:
Ij"nc'l%Tu  to Jeave thétour were not.clear, Liws|
Salamoné ef Great Northeast Productions said Mahal -
3vas the peacemaker in the situation. =

¥ «Just give Taj his carrot juice and dLrecthlm tothen

‘stage Sulamone said. ¥ =%

werg¥iurs ol -

showed why she:s one of the pre!mer female acts g1

This-carrot juice certainly worked as Mahal pro-x

feeded to boogie through-his set.
Full

refunds ' were offered at tlf2 box office pnor%
e show but 1ess than 50 were issued, accordmg to
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