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BY GARY GRAFF
Free Press Music Writer

What is folk?

There are enough definitions floating around to fill a page in
Webster’s dictionary.

To strict traditionalists, it's songs that’s been handed down
from generation to generation, never recorded or even per-
formed for a paying audience.

To another faction, it’s music that reflects the indigenous
, values and characteristics of a particular society., By that
RICHARD THOMPSON P ¢ Mmmw@w:% rap is closer to folk than James Taylor or Peter, Paul

And to less discriminat-

ing ears, folk music is made ~ Fest ﬂ?@% attention
by any acoustic guitar-toting _

O TNl . singer-songwriter — a
S'TAGE: el il school that will be on display to the music’s
t this weekend’s 17th Ann .
el i , MISHELLE SHOCKED ‘Arbor Folk Festival, broader meaning

Festival showcases a wide
spectrum of folk artists. They

“Folk’s a bit of a prob-
lematic word,” says British songsmith Richard H:oaemoa
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