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"Weekend music includes Michelle
Shocked, Nada Surf and others
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By Amy Hutchinson
Broadside Senior Stall Writer
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| Shocked's fourth atbum. “Kind

Hearted Wumun." betriys the loss

and sulfering contained in s 10 dark

tales. Stark imagery so honestly conveys

the raw pain and despair of “Homestead.”
“Cold Comfort™ and others.

“Onee you listen o the narrtors, it's
a real shock.” Shocked said. *1 didn’t try
to soften the initial blow. 1 even risked
heing perccived as stark or biter. By the
end of the.album 1've reached @ cross-
roads and | don’t look back.”

Although the 35-year-old singer-
songwriter hasn't hud an casy life. it has
never been revealed quite so bluntly in
her waork as in the poctic sorrow that is
*Kind Hearted Woman."”

Pm now the age my mother was,
when I ran away {rom home at 15, and so
1 can see things from both points of view
now.dshe:said. “1 can see how the world

flookﬁﬂﬁ'my-molhcrund 1 cun remember
hovn'thgx*fcllxu.s a 1S-yeur-old und 1
have-adot of-understanding and paticnce
for lhc.cnnl'usum a 15-year-old girl can
l'cel.» )
wmvmus work tended to cmphn—
1 ll}c grood that.came.qut
{ xvonuﬁhmnchmtm
di régl*?l:l&d onestly with the process of
pain yand despair leading to redemption.”
she said, “There is an undercurrent of bit-
ternessor frustration or pain. but { tried to
sugar coat it in some ways and this aibum
does the opposite. 1t takes away the sugar
coating and leaves thit hitter aspirin.”

The album has a much more mature
sound and outlook than her previous
work. »Lthink that I'm more mature thun

-1 waseHUs=just the naturd process, Yeurs
down 1hemud 1 have a dilTerent perspee-
tives. D

_.Kmd..Hc.de Womin™ started as
collaburations with modem
dance. choreographer Mark
Morris: So great is his appre-
ciation for music that he
insists on having live musi-
cians at his performances, He
enfisted  the  talems  of
Shocked and Rob
Wasserman for his compi-
ny's 1993 performance at the
Brooklyn  Academy ol
Music. The program includ-
ed “Stillborm™ and “Winter
Wheat,” twao tracks that luer
ended up on “Kind Hearted

Woman.” and two liddle
tunes composed by
Wassennan.

“H¢ approached me [or
the  collaboration  and |
learned a ot not only about
dunce. but about protecting
your  creative  world”
Shocked said,

“Kind Hearted Woman”
wars recorded. distributed and
pramated despite Shoched’s
much-publicized "Tour-year
hattle with Mereury Records.
Alter the label refused 1o
make studio time available 1o
her, one of the hasic comni-
ments made.lo an artist ina.

contracl, Mereury
refused 1o promote her
album she-suid hecause
they lelt she'd cut o
woud a deal Tor hersell.

So  Shucked  was
forced 1o produce the
albutiv i her garage su- P
dio. She sold this bootleg
al coneerts W raise
money lur the actual stu-
div version ol “Kind
Hearted Woman™ that has
heen released.

<AL first they were
tetling me the minic was
stylistically inconsistent, f
but they hadn’t cven
heard L she said, “We
finally cime to teans of @
separation.”

It was a hattle of
honor and courage, and
Shocked walked away
with her hard-won artistic’
freedom: Soon aftcrward
she cnteredeintoya rare,

Conrtesy of Elekira Recond

Nada Surf play-the 9:30 Club Nov..17. k

pletely sm.nﬁc.c antistic integrity.” ~

almost unprecedented,  non-exclusive Michelle Shocked will play the 9‘.{0
contritet with Private Music. the lubel that — Club Nov. 14,

released “Kind Hearted Woman.” i

“Before | upproached Private, I was™]
ahlc 0 m.guuulcucrms that wmkccﬁfo £
me.” she sud Bedaise she insistd;
resolving the <issue with Mereury inde-"
pendent of hecoming engaged  with”
Privae, she avaided the situation created
when une label huys out a musiciun’s
contraet [rom another label,

“To some artists it would be impossi-
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ble o consider doing what 1 did.” she 2-TIMES/WEEK 10,000
suid. 1 sacrificed four years of hard- THURSDAY
carned momentuin (o resolve this stand NOV 14 1996
an principle. [t was well worth it . v

“The alternative would have been to 53 BURRELLES "
how in submission to husiness considern- ¢ R [

tions of accounts and kiwyers and to com-




